61.   LETTER TO KALYANJI MEHTA

ASHRAM,
Bhadrapad, Krishna Paksh 4 [September] 24[, 1918]

DEAR SHRI KALYANJI1,

It was like me to have told you that you could certainly send
your wife, that she could manage to live on the verandah outside.
But I find this does not find favour with anyone else in the Ashram.
The womenfolk will have none of it. Everyone believes that she
must have some privacy at least; as long as this cannot be assured
to your wife, her arrival is likely to displease the other ladies very
much. I am now considering if I can find a spot where she could
, have some privacy. You had better wait till I find one.

Vandemtaram from
MOHANDAS GANDHI

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2667

62.   REPLY TO BIRTHDAT GREETINGS IN THE ASHRAM
October 19 19182
Am I worthy of the love which you have shown me by all of you
coming over here this moming? I don't think I am. As a rule,
even outside the Ashram, I do not say anything merely in deference
to convention and here surely I would not do so. My words,
therefore, are not just a form of good manners. I simply feel in the
depth of my soul that I am not worthy of the boundless love you
proffer to mfe. From one who has dedicated himself to the service of
others, a great deal may be expected. In comparison, the little that
I have done is of no account. You, too, all of you, have dedicated
yourselves to service. I enjoin you all to hold back your veneration.
It is not in the fitness of things to express it before a person is dead.
For, how can we measure the worth of his work before his death,
before we have seen it in its entirety? Even after his death, it takes
some time to assess it. There is no point, therefore, in our cele-
brating the birth anniversary of a man before his death.
1 Kalyanji Vithalbhai Mehta> a Congress leader of Surat District
2 The birthday fell on this date according to the Indian calendar.